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the Singhalese accounts of the apostolic succession and contain few eminent names with the exception of Asvaghosha, Nag&r-juna, Deva and Vasubandhu.
According to most schools there were only twenty-four Patriarchs. These are said to have been foretold by the Buddha and twenty-four is a usual number in such series1. The twenty-fourth Patriarch Simha^ Bhikshu or Simhalaputra went to Kashmir and suffered martyrdom there at the hands of Mihira-kula2 without appointing a successor. But the school of Bodhi-dharma continues the series, reckoning him as the twenty-eighth, and the first of the Chinese Patriarchs. Now since the three Patriarchs between the martyr and Bodhidhanna are all described as living in southern India, whereas such travellers as Fa-Hsien obviously thought that the true doctrine was to be found in northern India, and since Bodhidhanna left India altogether, it is probable that the later Patriarchs represent the
most important, because it professes to be translated (A.D. 472) from an Indian work, which, however, is not in the Tibetan Canon and is not known in Sanskrit. The Chinese text, as we have it, is probably not a translation from the Sanskrit, but a compilation made in the sixth century which, however, acqnired considerable authority. See Maspero in M'flanges tflndianisme: Sylvain Levi, pp. 129-149, and B.E.F.E.0.1911, pp. 344^348. Other works are the Fo-tsu-t'ung-chi (Nanjio, 1661), of Chin Fan (c. 1270), belonging to the Tien-t'ai school, and the Ching-te'-eh'uan-teng-lu together with the Tsung-men-t'ung-yao-hsu-chi {Nanjio, 1524, 1526) both belonging to the school of Bodhidharma. See also Nanjio, 1528,1529. The common list of Patriarchs is as follows: 1. Mahakasyapa; 2. Ananda; 3. Sanavasa or kanaka vasa; 4. Upagupta; 5. Dhritaka; 6. Micchaka. Here the name of Vasumitra is inserted by some but omitted by others; 7. Buddhanandi; 8. Buddhamitra; 9. Parsva; 10. Punyayasas; 11. Asvaghosha; 12. Kapimala; 13. Nagarjuna; 14. Deva (Kans-deva); 15. Rahulata; 16. Sanghanandi; 17. Sanghayasas; 18. Kumarata; 19. Jayata; 20. Vasubandhu; 21. Manura; 22. Haklena or Padmaratna; 23. Simha Bhikshu; 24, Basiasita; 25. Putnomita or Punyamitra; 26. Prajnatara; 27 (or 28, if Vasu-mitra is reckoned) Bodhidhanna. Many of these names are odd and are only conjectural restorations made from the Chinese transcription, for which see Nanjio, 1340. Other lists of Patriarchs vary from that given above, partly because they represent the traditions of other schools. It is not strange, for instance, if the Sarvastivadiiis did not recognize Nagarjuna as a Patriarch. Two of their lists have been preserved by Seng-yu (Nanjio, 1476) who wrote about 520. Some notes on the Patriarchs and reproductions of Chinese pictures representing them wiH be found in Bore, pp. 244 if. It is extremely curious that Asvaghosha is represented as a woman,
1  It is found, for instance, in the lists of the Jain Tirthankaras and in some accounts of the Buddhas and of the Avatiras oi Vishnu.
2  See Waiters, Yuan Chwcmg, p. 290. But the dates offer some difficulty, for MiMraknla, the celebrated Hun chieftain, is usually supposed to have reigned about 510-540 A.D. Taranatha (ScMefner, p. 95) speaks of a martyr called Malikabuddhi. See, too, ib. p. 306.
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